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o Each section has 16 tracts ( A to R)
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In this example,  If there are two wells in Tract P, 
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STATE WELL NUMBERING SYSTEM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS OF THE 
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

PROCEDURE FOR DRILLING A WELL

Q: What do I need to drill a Well?  or   How do I go about drilling a Well?

A: Obtain or contact a C-57 Licensed Well Driller.  A list of C-57 Licensed well drillers can be obtained from the San Bernardino County of Department of Environmental Health Services(SB EHS) Phone # (909) 387-4666 or by looking in the Phone Book Yellow Pages under “Water Well Drilling”.
Q: Do I need a permit in order to drill a well?

A: Yes, the Well Driller is responsible for pulling or obtaining the well permit with the SB EHS, upon pulling of a well permit, the Mojave Water Agency (MWA) receives a copy via Facsimile of the permit from the San Bernardino Environmental Health Services.

Q: Will I have to install a meter on my well?

A: As a minimal producer (under 10 acre feet/year), there is no requirement for a meter. 
LOCATING OR LOCATION OF A PARCEL

Frequently, calls come into MWA Water Resources Department concerning the location of a parcel of land.  The Water Resources Department can answer whether a well exists on the land parcel, but cannot answer questions concerning the location of the land parcel.  Parcel location inquiries should be directed to the County Assessor’s Office at (760) 245-7904.

Q: (Hypothetical) My Father passed away and left me a piece of property in Helendale, I need to know where it’s at.
A: Do you have an Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) for the property?  If so, contact the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office and they will assist you in locating your parcel of land.  If you do not have an APN number for the property, refer to the deed or other related documentation associated with the property.

Q: (Hypothetical) My Father passed away and left me a piece of property in Helendale. I need to know if the property has a well located on the property, any related construction details concerning the well, and if there is any existing water rights associated with the property.

A: The Mojave Water Agency can provide information concerning the documented existence of a well(s) associated with the subject piece of property.  The APN for the property is needed in order to locate the subject land parcel.  The APN should be located on the deed, tax bill or other related documentation associated with the property.  The township and range location (as found on a standard United States Geological Survey topographic map) will also be adequate for the Mojave Water Agency to locate the well information.  Each legal well is assigned a State Well Identification Number, this number should accompany any data requests if available.  
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WATER RIGHTS

Frequently, calls come into the Water Resources Department concerning how much water an individual is entitled to if they drill a NEW WELL.  By following the procedures below, an individual’s water right can be ascertained.

1. It should be established whether the individual has historical water rights associated with their respective property.  Existing water rights can be confirmed by referring to the Watermaster’s list of water producers.  If there is an existing water right under the jurisdiction of the Watermaster, the Watermaster will answer all questions associated with the existing water right.  The Office of the Watermaster can be reached at (800) 254-4242.
2. If the new well is to replace an older existing well, there is no net change in water right.  Please note that the older well will have to be properly destroyed under the guidelines detailed below.
3. If the well is not a replacement well and the individual does not have an existing water right, the individual is considered a “new minimal user” and is subject to the rules and regulations of Ordinance 11* (summarized below).

Replacement Well:  A replacement well must replace an older existing well.  The old well must be properly destroyed under a permit obtained from the San Bernardino County Department of Environmental Health Services (SB EHS) prior to drilling a new replacement well.  A C-57 licensed well driller must be used to destroy and drill water wells.  The well driller will obtain necessary well permits from the SB EHS.

Water Rights for “New Minimal Users”:  A new minimal user does not have a “water right” because the well owner has no right to sell or transfer their “water right”.  A new minimal user falls under a “Category of Usage”, this means that an individual that is producing water from a well drilled after April 1, 2000 (see Ordinance 11*) can pump between 1 (one) acre-foot and 10 (ten) acre-feet annually.

According to Ordinance 11*, the new minimal or well owner will be billed for 1 (one) acre-foot of water per year, regardless of what is pumped (up to the 10 acre-foot maximum).  The assessment for the one acre-foot of water will be on their tax roll at the end of the year.  If over 10-acre feet of water is pumped in one year, the well owner will have to pay the difference (volume pumped over 10 acre-feet) to the Mojave Water Agency for replacement or “make-up” water at the current market rate for their particular area.  Generally, the market rate for 1 (one) acre-foot of water ranges from approximately $150 to $250.  Ordinance 11 was submitted to the court during April 2000 and is still under court review.
NOTE:  Requested information will be provided upon receipt of an Information Request Form.  An Information Request Form can be obtained by calling (760) 946-7000 and can be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed.
* Ordinance 11 is still in the review process by the Court and has not passed to date.

GROUNDWATER DEPTH AND QUALITY

Frequently, calls come into MWA Water Resources Department concerning depth to water, the direction of groundwater flow and general water quality.  The Water Resources Department has “off the shelf” resources readily available which can answer the majority of these questions.  These resources are as follows:

· Regional Water Table (2000) and Ground-Water-Level Changes in the Mojave River and the Morongo Ground-Water Basins, Southwestern Mojave Desert, California; United States Geological Survey (USGS) Open File Report 02-4277

· This is an online document that covers general water table conditions including historic water levels, groundwater flow directions and gradients within the MWA service area.  The report includes detailed maps and tables [http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/wri/wri024277/]

· National Water Information System (NWIS) maintained by the USGS is a very powerful website which contains abundant amounts of current and historical surface water and groundwater information (including water quality) for the MWA management area and the nation.  The information can be accessed at [http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis].  Other information such as coordinates (latitude and longitude) can be obtained from the USGS National Map located at [http://nationalmap.usgs.gov/nmjump.html].  This information may help mine the desired data from the NWIS website.
· Concentrations for Total Dissolved Solids, Arsenic, Boron, Fluoride and Nitrite-Nitrate for Wells Sampled in the Mojave Water Agency Management Area, California, 1991-97, USGS Open File Report 01-84.
· This report contains water quality information for the MWA management area.  The report is an interactive HTML document that can be viewed on any computer and is available from the MWA for $5.00.  
The documents listed above should answer most general questions regarding groundwater for the MWA management area.  The Mojave Water Agency website [www.mojavewater.org] contains a list of publications available for purchase for more specific questions.  Other questions regarding groundwater can be directed to the Water Resources Department of the Mojave Water Agency at (760) 946-7037 and by submitting an Information Request Form available by contacting the number above.
NOTE:  Information will be provided upon receipt of an Information Request Form.  An Information Request Form can be obtained by calling (760) 946-7000 and can be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed.
