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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT

THE MINIMAL PRODUCERS PROGRAM
Q.: What is the Minimal Producers Program?

A.: The Minimal Producers Program is an administrative program that has been developed by the Mojave Water Agency as directed by the Court to account for minimal producers—those entities pumping 10 acre-feet or less of groundwater per year within the adjudicated Mojave Basin Area. 

Q.: Why is it needed?

A.: Portions of the MWA are experiencing groundwater overdraft. That is, more groundwater is used each year than is replaced by nature. The development of a Minimal Producers Program was required by court action as described in the Mojave Basin Area Judgment.

Q.: Who will be included in the Minimal Producers Program?

A.: The MWA estimates there are up to 6,500 minimal producer wells in the Mojave Area Basin and is checking their operational status, specific location and amount of production. The current Minimal Producer Ordinance, adopted by the MWA Board on January 25, 2000, would apply only to well owners within the boundaries of the Mojave Basin Area Adjudication who produce 10 acre-feet or less of water per year, and did not stipulate to the Judgment. However, it still has to receive final approval from the presiding Judge and could be modified from its current form..  When the Ordinance has been approved in its current form or modified by the Judge, you will be notified.
Q.: Who is not a Minimal Producer?

A.:  Any entity that pumps 10 acre-feet or more per year within the adjudicated Mojave Basin Area is subject to the Judgment and is under the jurisdiction of the Court. The MWA serves as the Watermaster, which is the administrative arm of the Court established to carry out the Judgment. 
Q.: Will minimal producers have to “ramp down” or have water meters?

A.:  No. The current form of the Minimal Producer Ordinance does not require water meters for currently known minimal producers.

Q.: Will minimal producers have to pay the Mojave Water Agency?
A.:  Yes, a fee will be collected every year from Minimal Producers who begin water production after March 31, 2000. Conversely, the fee would not be applicable to Minimal Producers that produced water on or prior to that date. Each Minimal Producer subject to the fee would pay for one acre-foot of water per year in accordance with the supplemental water rates adopted by the Board of Directors. The fees collected will be used to purchase supplemental water for the area from which the fees were collected.

Q.: When does this program go into effect?
A.:  April 1, 2000. The Minimal Producer status will be determined by the date that a well permit application was deemed approved by the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health. Any Minimal Producer filing for a well permit after April 1, 2000 or who does not have an approved well permit by that date will be subject to the Minimal Producer fee once water production begins.

Q.: Are there any exceptions to this program?
A.:  Yes. Replacement of an existing producing well drilled prior to April 1, 2000 for which a well destruction was lawfully performed shall not be subject to the Minimal Producers fee. Any Stipulating Party to the Mojave Basin Area Judgment is also not subject to the Program. Minimal Producer status shall be confined to the parcel on which the water production facility exists and would remain with the new property owner upon change of ownership. 
Q.: How can I learn more about the Mojave Water Agency?

A.: You can visit the Mojave Water Agency Website at: www.mojavewater.org, on the Agency’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/mojavewater, call (760) 946-7000, or (800) 254-4242 during business hours.  
